Survey of home visiting programs for abused and neglected children and their families.
This study reports on home visitation programs that provide services for abused and neglected children and their families. Data were collected as part of a national survey of home visiting programs. Of the 1,904 programs participating in the survey, 224 had as their primary focus services for children who were abused or neglected. For this group, data are presented on program characteristics, characteristics of home visits, credentials of home visitors, and program documentation procedures. The survey data showed that over 70% of the 224 programs identified social service as their organization affiliation which, in contrast to other providers, offered a broad range of services for the abused or neglected children and their families. The most frequently identified purpose for providing services was the social and emotional development of the child. Parenting skills and parent coping were considered the most important services. Stress management was considered more important by respondents of programs for maltreating families than by those providing services to nonmaltreating families. Approximately half the respondents reported that they required a bachelor's or master's degree for employment. Results are discussed in relation to research and practice implications.